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Translation:  

 

Our critic has selected twenty great 
Spanish wines that are "priced well 
below what they are worth." 
 
An unrivalled selection. 
 
Spain is undergoing a revolution in 
quality wine, wine that returns to the 
character given to it by the vine and 
soil, not by the additions and 
manipulations made by massive 
industrial wineries.  But, apart from a 
few top wines that go by the name of 
Vega Sicilia or L'Ermita, these re-
launched wines are usually much 
cheaper than those found in other 
countries that don't share Spain's  -
unfortunate - reputation for 1-euro 
wines.  
 
Spanish wines frequently over-deliver 
when compared to wines from 
elsewhere at price points that would be 
considered low on an international 
scale.  
 Sometimes, they don't just over-
deliver: there are Spanish wines, for 
example, priced between 10 and 20 
euros that would be classed as "great", 
"memorable"... real gems.   If they were 
to come from countries with a longer 
standing tradition and history in the 
production of fine wines, bottles of a 
comparable quality would cost twice, 
three times as much or more.  The - 
too many - years of fame for being 
cheap at least serve to help the current 
purchaser of Spanish wines.  
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DOC Rioja, 17 €. 
 
Álvaro Palacios doesn't only make 
memorable wines in Priorat and, 
together with his nephew Ricardo, in 
Bierzo; he has also relaunched the 
family winery in Alfaro. Formerly 
known as Rioja Baja (now, Oriental), 
this is an area that used to be spurned 
for being a land of Garnacha. This 
Spanish variety, which had made 
France's Southern Rhône great, was 
disregarded in its homeland, and Álvaro, 
carrying on the work of his father, led 
its revival.  
 
La Montesa is the most accessible of his 
great Garnachas: ruby red, vibrant red 
fruits, floral aromas, very fine tannins 
from chalky soils. As far from oak soup 
as you can get.  It even goes well with 
oily fish. 
 


